
The Pilar redoubt

Engraving by Gálvez y Brambila. General view of Zaragoza taken from the hill called “Monte Torrero”.

Coronel de Ingenieros Antonio Sangenís y Torres.

The invincible Napoleonic army had been unable to 
occupy Zaragoza during the first Siege. The experience 
of the siege revealed that the Santa Engracia area and 
its surroundings were one of the weakest points to gain 
access to the city; hence the defence was strengthened 
against a foreseeable second attack.

Palafox commissioned the 
Engineers Colonel Antonio Sangenís 
to perfect the defences of Zaragoza, 
a flat city completely lacking 
natural fortifications, by achieving 
significant field works.

The city’s defensive perimeter was 
closed with a new line of walls, 
the Arrabal district was fortified, 
the Ebro river was patrolled 
with gunboats and two outer 
fortifications protected the bridges 
on the Huerva River, the San José 
Convent and the Pilar Redoubt.

Devotional print which represents Our Lady of Pilar 
protecting the City of Zaragoza from the Napoleonic 

bombardments accompanied by popular and patriotic 
Anacreontic verses. (Printed and engraved by Francisco 

Magallón, in Zaragoza, in August 1808).

ZARAGOZA RESISTS!
The Pilar Redoubt was a fort built 
in the current roundabout called 
Glorieta de Sasera, with the aim to 
set up a crossfire against the French 
infantry, preventing them from 
approaching the city wall in that area. 

A field work closed and protected by 
a large excavated moat, which ended 
at the Huerva River on both sides and 
was connected with Santa Engracia 
by trenches.

Defended by around 400 men and 
8 pieces of artillery, it had a sign on 
its gate which read: “Redoubt of Our 
Lady of Pilar, unconquerable for such 
a sacred name. ¡Zaragoza citizens, live 
or die for Our Lady of Pilar!”

After several weeks of siege with 
the fortress completely destroyed, 
Colonel Domingo Larripa ordered 
the retreat, leaving an explosive trap 
as a farewell gift and destroying the 
Huerva footbridge.

English
Français
Mapa/Map/Carte



The Pilar redoubt

Grabado de Gálvez y Brambila. Batería de Santa Engracia, arruinada el día 4 de agosto de 1808.

Complete facsimile reproduction of the proclamation 
published by Mr. José de Palafox y Melci, as political and 
military Chief of the Kingdom of Aragon, in Zaragoza on 

the date of 27 May 1808, establishing the military state and 
organizing the companies (1 sheet on Atlantic paper, printed 

document from that period in Zaragoza).

After the first Siege ended, the Engineers Colonel 
Antonio Sangenis designed new defensive works. As 
exterior fortified works, they used the Aljafería Castle, 
the San José Convent and built a bridgehead on the 
Huerva River, near Santa Engracia, called the Pilar 
Redoubt and another in the Tenerías.

Escultura de bronce 
de Federico Amutio,
titulada Por la Patria, 
1808.

FOR THE 
HOMELAND!

LADIES PROMENADE

One hundred years after the Sieges 
in January 1909, a commemorative 
obelisk was inaugurated at this 
roundabout, a sculpture by Ricardo 
Magdalena, in tribute to the 
defenders of the Pilar Redoubt. It 
was subsequently replaced by the 
current group of sculptures by 
Federico Amutio titled: “For the 
Homeland. 1808”.

The French landscaped this zone and 
named it the “Paseo de las Damas” 
since it was visited by the spouses of 
the French officers. A name that has 
not changed to this day.
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