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~h-3 The streets in this city area were
1)()1 tlll() the scene of intense battles
g during the Sieges of Zaragoza
A since it was one of the most
= (lllal (’ important sites of Zaragoza’s
defence against the Napoleonic

troops.

Portrait of Agustina Zaragoza y Doménech (1785-1885). Fernando Brambila y Ferrari (a). First half of the 19th century. Oil on canvass.

AGUSTINA OF ARAGON

(Reus, 1786-Ceuta, 1857). An artillery battery had been placed to defend
the Portillo gate. On 2 July 1808, the French General Lefebvre amassed
his forces at diflerent points of the city and specifically at that gateway.
The defences were gradually weakened little by little. At a certain time
on 4 July, the Aragon cannons fell silent because all the gunners had
fallen. At that moment, a French vanguard unit advanced, however

a woman, Agustina Zaragoza y Domenech lit the fuse of one of the
cannons, firing it at the enemy which halted their attack.

Inside the nearby Church of Nuestra Senora del Portillo, her mortal
remains rest alongside other women who were called “heroines” who
played major roles in the Sieges, as is the case of Casta Alvarez and
Manuela Sancho. A monument in her memory has been built in the
centre of the square, with artwork by the sculptor, Mariano Benlliure.

Francisco de Goya immortalised
Agustina Zaragoza in his
engraving titled Que valor
(What bravery), in his series:

Los desastres de la guerra (The
disasters of war).

The "Disasters of War” consists of a series of 82 engravings

made by the painter Francisco de Goya between the 1810
and 1815.
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[ts name, “Portillo”, originates
from a small gateway which was
opened in the city walls, located
in the present day junction of the
streets: Calle Conde de Aranda

and Calle Maria Agustin. The
square called Plaza del Portillo is
basically one of the most eclectic
environments of the city.
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Engraving by Galvez y Brambila. THE BATTLE OF LAS ERAS. In this battle, the French tried to force entry at the Buena Vista point and invade
Zaragoza. They were repelled by the Aragon defenders and forced to retreat from the city’s cannon fire. This combat took place on 15

June 1808.

THE BATTLE OF LAS ERAS

On 15 June 1808, French
troops appeared before the
gates of Zaragoza in a strong
simultaneous attack on three
fronts: the Portillo gate, the
Carmen gate and the Santa
Engracia gate. At the latter,

a small group of cavalry,

apparently Polish Guard Lancers,

penetrated and arrived at the
old square: Plaza del Portillo,
but they were Killed by brave
/aragoza women who were only
armed with rocks and knives.

The first Siege of Zaragoza began
here with the Battle of Las Eras,
which was named because it
took place at the esplanade
called “Eras del Rey”, (“Threshing
orounds of the King”) located
in the present day Promenade
called Paseo Maria Agustin.
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GAZETA EXTRAORDINARIA DE ZARAGOZA

DEL JUEVES 16 DE JUNIO DE 1808,
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ARAGONESES.

Vuestro heroico valor en defensa de la causa mas
justa que puede ptesentar la historia se ha acreditado en
el dia de ayer con los triunfos que hemos conseguido.
El 15 de Jumo hara conocer a toda Europa vuestras ha-
zanas , y la historia las recordara con admiracion. Ha-
beis sido testigos oculares de nuestros triunfos y de la
derrota completa de los orgullosos franceses que osa-
ron atacar esta Capital; 700 muertos , un ndmero con-
siderable de heridos , 30 prisioneros y muchos deserto-
res que se han pasado a nuestras banderas son elfruto
de su temeridad. Hemaos tomado 6 cainiones de batallon,
6 banderas, una caxa de guerra, varios caballos, for-
nituras y armas , y no debemos dudar que todo el exér-
cito quz ha entrado en Aragon expiara sus crimenes, y
quedara desecho.

Continuad pues valerosos Aragoneses con el ardor y
noble espiritu de que estais animados. Ved la heroica
conducta de las Zaragozanas, que inflamadas todas del
amor a su patria, su Rey y su religion, corren pre-
surosas a prestaros todo genero de auxilio. En breve se
Os agregarair un sin numero de tropas veteranas que en-
vidiosas de vuestras glorias , y deseosas de tener par-
te en ellas vienen caminando & marchas dobles.

Mientras tanto vosotros todos, Clero, Comunidades,
Madres de familia y demas Ciudadanos, que ya concur-
riendo personalmente al combate, y ya proveyendo de
todo & vuestros Conciudadanos habeis contribuido tan
eficazmente 4 conservar la Capital de vuestro Reyno y
la dignrdad de la Nacion, seguid fervorosos vuestras
oractones al todo Poderoso, é interponed la mediacion
de su Augusta y Santfsima Madre ver Prar nuestra protec-
tora , para que bendiga nuestras armas , y afiance nuestras
victorias exterminando dzl todo el exército frances.

ZARAGUZA EN LA IMPRENTA REAL.
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Reproduccion facsimilar completa de la Gaceta
Extraordinaria de Zaragoza del jueves
16 de junio de 1808.

Monumento a los
Sitios de Zaragoza.
Plaza del Portillo.

Zaragoza

AYUNTAMIENTO

%




